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the foothills of the Altai and Sayan Mountains, in the north-
east, are devoted to cattle-rearing.
In these valleys, and also in newly cleared forest-land, the
collective farms raise crops of oats, barley, and wheat.
Several thousand acres of these crops are now cultivated (see
p. 222). Most farms grow vegetables and possess orchards.
The Abakan steppe has for long been noted for the horses
and cattle which are bred there. The higher and arid grassy
plateaux were inhabited by nomadic Khakass tribes who
lived in yurta> and kept herds of sheep, horses, cattle, and
even deer. To-day much of this semi-arid steppe is under
cultivation. Some 74,000 acres of land have been irrigated.
The yurta and primitive villages are being replaced by the
neat wooden houses and buildings of the collective farms.
Similar changes have taken place in the Oirot Autonomous
Province, which consists almost entirely of mountains, forests,
and valley pastures. In 1926 there were only forty-four head
of cattle. By 1932 there were over 17,000. Although no
precise figures are available for 1940, it is known that there
were between 50,000 and 100,000 head of cattle.
Milk cattle are the basis of the butter industry, which has
grown in proportion to the growth of the size of the herds.
The Oirot Autonomous Province could not possibly expand
its economy, however, without the construction of a system
of good communications. Formerly many of the valleys were
remote and isolated, without any sort of roads. In some
villages a wheeled vehicle had never been seen. The horse
was the only means of transport. This is no longer so. Within
the past ten years, in addition to the improvement of the old
roads along the Katun and Chulishman valleys, nearly 1500
miles of new roads have been constructed.
The wild, rugged, forested country of the Altai, with its
beautiful lakes, steep gorges, rushing torrents, and the rugged
peaks of the snow-clad Alps, has often been called the Soviet
Switzerland. But, although on a small-scale map it appears
to be insignificant in size, its area is, in fact, ten times greater
than that of Switzerland. It has great possibilities for develop-
ment as a tourist centre.